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Abstract 
 
The Salt Spring dollar is a community currency based on Salt Spring Island, a Gulf Islands 

community located in the Salish Sea between Victoria and Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Currency use in 2018, nearly two decades after its release in 2001, has declined but remains 

a powerful statement against globalised capitalism and environmental degradation, as well as 

a way of re-embedding social concerns and relations in the use of money. This thesis is a case 

study of an alternative currency, in comparison to other alternative currencies, as well as a 

social movement that has declined in since its inception. The Salt Spring dollar demonstrates 

that the exchange of money is not merely an economic act, but is imbued with social and 

political intention. 


